O’BRIEN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
RESOLUTION #2026-17

DATA CENTER CONSTRUCTiON MORATORIUM

WHEREAS, as used in this Resolution, the term “Data Center” means a facility that houses all or
part of a organization’s information technology (IT) infrastructure, including servers, data storage systems,
and networking equipment, for the purpose of storing, processing, analyzing and/or distributing data,
applications, and cloud services. “Data Center” does not include small-scale computer systems used by
employees of an organization not principally engaged in the business of data storage, processing, analysis,
or distribution.

WHEREAS Data Centers, to the extent their impact is known, have been found to often have an
outsized impact adverse to the well-being of communities in which they are situated, speciffcally with
regard to noise output, power usage, and water usage.

WHEREAS this Board desires to regulate Data Centers in O'Brien County by requiring compliance
with standards that mitigate any such adverse impacts on the County and its citizens, but requires
additional time to research the likely impact of Data Center operation in the County and the best standards
include in such regulations.

WHEREAS any company that would construct a Data Center prior to the enactment of such
regulations would risk substantial post-construction compliance expenses if Data Center construction was
allowed during the Board’s research period.

IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED that 2 moratorium is hereby imposed on the construction of Data
Centers in Q'Brien County, and no construction shall therefore occur within O’Brien County on any Data
Center as defined above from the time of this Resolution’s adoption through December 31, 2026, unless
this Resolution be sooner repealed.

APPROVED AND ADOPTED BY THE O’BRIEN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS THiS 19th DAY OF

MAY, 2026.
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Nancy McCowell, Chair Rhea Schmalen, Auditor




