
PROCEEDINGS OF O’BRIEN COUNTY SUPERVISORS 
 
                   January 6, 2026 
 
     The Board of Supervisors met as per adjournment in regular session at 10:00 a.m. with all 
members present.   
 
    Moved by Thomas, seconded by Friedrichsen to approve the agenda for January 6, 2026 with 
the following changes: moving Comp Board to a later time and Engineer and RIDES to an earlier 
time. Motion carried by all ayes.  
 
     Moved by Vanden Hull, seconded by Rohwer to approve the proceedings of January 2, 2026.  
Motion carried by all ayes. 
 
     Rich Vander Werff, Chair of the O’Brien County Compensation Board and Denise Steffen, 
Vice Chair of the O’Brien County Compensation Board gave the Board’s recommended 
increases for Fiscal 2027 as follows: County Supervisors, Auditor, Recorder and Treasurer – 4% 
each; County Attorney- 6%, County Sheriff – 8%. The County Supervisors took no action on the 
recommendation at this time. These proposed increases would begin July 1, 2026.     
 
 Moved by Rohwer, seconded by Thomas to approve 2026 Commission to Assess Damages.  
Motion carried by all ayes.  
 
 Moved by Rohwer, seconded by Friedrichsen to appoint Emily McDowell to the O’Brien 
County Board of Health each for 3-year term.  Motion carried by all ayes. 
 
 Moved by Thomas, seconded by Vanden Hull to appoint the following committee 
assignments for 2026: Nancy McDowell – 3rd Judicial Dist.; Cherokee MHI Advisory Alt; 
Housing Authority (HUD); Opioid; Tourism & YES Center.  Jim Thomas – 3rd Judicial Alt.; 
911; County Farm; Economic Development ALT; EMA; Hartley Economic; FLAC (Family Life 
Awareness Council); Hazmat; Opioid; REAP; Value Added Ag; Rides Alt. Barbara Rohwer – 
ARPA; EMS Advisory; Health Insurance; NW Planning; Safety; Shield; Cherokee MHI 
Advisory; DECAT Alt; ECI Alt & Landfill Alt.  Dennis Vanden Hull – FLAC (Family Life 
Awareness Council); Landfill; Health Insurance; OSCEMSA; Sheldon City Zoning; Shield Alt 
& YES Center Alt. Dan Friedrichsen-ARPA; County Farm; DECAT; ECI; Economic 
Development; EMS Advisory; Local Emergency Planning; NW Iowa Housing Trust; RIDES; 
911 Alt; EMA Alt; NW Planning Alt & OSCEMSA Alt.  Motion carried by all ayes. 
 
 Moved by Friedrichsen, seconded by Rohwer to adopt the following resolution. Motion 
carried by all ayes. 
 

Resolution No 2026-02 

Resolution of the O’Brien County  
Board of Supervisors Setting Hearing for Proposed 

Property Sale  
 



     WHEREAS, the county has an interest in certain real property legally described as:  
     Lots 6, 7, 8 and 9 in Block 11 of the Replat of Block 6 and the East 264 feet of Outlot 1 in 
     Shuck’s Addition to the City of Primghar, in O’Brien County and State of Iowa. 

     WHEREAS, the county is desirous of disposing of its interest in the above legally described  
     property pursuant to Code of Iowa Section 331.361; 
 
     WHEREAS, the Roger Smith Estate has made an offer of $2,500.00 to purchase the above-  
      described real property, and the County’s is desirous of accepting said offer. 
 
     THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the O’Brien County Board of Supervisors: 
     Pursuant to Code of Iowa Section 331.361(2),  a public hearing on the County’s proposal to    
     accept the offer of the Roger Smith Estate to purchase the above-described real property is  
     hereby set for the 27th day of January, 2026 at 10:00 a.m., O’Brien County Courthouse,  
     Board of Supervisors Room, Primghar, Iowa. The County Auditor shall publish notice of the  
     hearing in accordance with Code of Iowa Section 331.305. 
 
 Moved by Rohwer, seconded by Thomas to adjourn to January 13, 2026.  Motion carried by 
all ayes. 
 
Attest:           Rhea Schmalen                                                                      Nancy McDowell 
                      County Auditor                                                        Chair 
 
 


