
PROCEEDINGS OF O’BRIEN COUNTY SUPERVISORS 
 
                               January 2, 2026 
 
     The Board of Supervisors met as per adjournment in regular session at 9:00 a.m. with all 
members present.   
 
 Moved by Rohwer, seconded by Friedrichsen to appoint Nancy McDowell as Chairperson 
for 2026.  Motion carried by all ayes. 
 
 Moved by Friedrichsen, seconded by Thomas to appoint Dennis Vanden Hull as Chairperson 
Pro-Tem for 2026.  Motion carried by all ayes. 
 
 Moved by Vanden Hull, seconded by Thomas to approve the agenda for January 2, 2026.  
Motion carried by all ayes. 
 
     Moved by Rohwer, seconded by Friedrichsen to approve the proceedings of December 23, 
2025.  Motion carried by all ayes. 
     
     The following newspapers submitted requests to be the official newspapers for 2026: The 
N’West Iowa Review and The Sheldon Mail-Sun.  O’Brien County is required to appoint two 
official newspapers. 
 
     Moved by Friedrichsen, seconded by Rohwer to appoint The N’West Iowa Review and The 
Sheldon Mail-Sun as official newspapers of O’Brien County for 2026.  Motion carried by all 
ayes. 
 
     Moved by Vanden Hull, seconded by Thomas to authorize the Auditor to pay claims when 
presented and approved by the proper parties for postage, freight, utilities, contract estimates, 
salaries and payrolls.  Motion carried by all ayes. 
 
     Moved by Vanden Hull, seconded by Rohwer to set Christmas Eve, December 24, 2026 as a 
holiday for 2026.  Motion carried by all ayes. 
 
 The 2026 Commission to Assess Damages appointment was tabled to a future meeting. 
 
     Moved by Friedrichsen, seconded by Rohwer not to adopt a Construction Evaluation 
Resolution for construction of confinement feeding operation structures during 2026.  All ayes 
Motion carried. 
 
     Moved by Vanden Hull, seconded by Thomas to approve wage increase for Dispatcher 
Rebecca Schmidt at $34.37 an hour effective December 26, 2025.  Motion carried by all ayes. 
 
     The County received a construction permit application for MK Swine LLC located in Section 
34 of Center Township. Increasing animals only at an existing swine confinement facility. 
Animal unit capacity of the confinement operation after increase is 1400 animal units (3500 



head of swine finishers). There have been no written or oral comments received on this 
application; the Dept. of Natural Resources will be notified. 
 
    Discussion on County Property in Primghar was tabled for a future meeting. 
 
    Moved by Thomas, seconded by Rohwer to adopt Resolution 2026-01 amending the current 
28E with Iowa Drug Task Force to include Lyon County.  Motion carried by all ayes. 
  
     Moved by Vanden Hull, seconded by Friedrichsen to adjourn to January 6, 2026.  Motion 
carried by all ayes. 
 
Attest:           Rhea Schmalen                                                                       Nancy McDowell 
                      County Auditor                                                        Chair 
 


